
 1 

What’s On Your 

Mind? 

 Please share with us 

any stories or items 

that you would like to 

have  put into this 

newsletter. 

 We want your 

comments about what 

we are doing for you 

here in the district. 

Please provide us your 

positive feedback and 

we will post them in 

this newsletter (see 

our comments section 

on page 34. 

 

 

In this issue: 

Clayton County Essential 

Home Repair 

3 

S.T.E.M. Fair and Back To 

School Bonanza 

7 

Showcase Clayton 13 

CCPD National Night 

Out 

14 

 
 

many people, one community...putting Clayton First 

August 2016 Volume 1V, Issue VII 

The Rooks Report 

 Let’s talk about it!  

“First Saturday Talk,” August 6, 2016 at                                           

South Clayton Recreation Center 10am—12pm. 

 

Constituents, 

 

Thank you for your support 

as I ran for Clayton County 

Superior Court Judge.  With 

your love and support, I was 

elected on Tuesday, July 26, 

2016 with 62% of the 

vote.    But I still have work 

to do for you before I 

leave.   Please come out to 

my Saturday Talk on August 6, 2016, to hear about all 

the Great things that continue to happen in our   

District.   We’ll be having breakfast.   

 

In Service, 

 

Shana M. Rooks, Esq. 

Shana M. Rooks 

Clayton County Commissioner—District 3 
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Congratulations Commissioner-Elect   

Felicia Franklin Warner on becoming the 

next Clayton County District 3       

Commissioner. 
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New Georgia Laws That Went Into Effect July 1st in Georgia 
By Kristina Torres – The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

 
 

 

House Bill 34 — The Georgia Right to Try Act 

The law makes Georgia one of 30 states in the past two years to allow terminally ill patients the use of experimental 

drugs that are undergoing clinical trials but have not yet won full approval from the U.S. Food and Drug               

Administration. Patients are responsible for paying for the drugs (although drug manufacturers may offer discounts 

and charitable foundations may also help defer costs). The movement is being led by the libertarian-leaning       

Goldwater Institute in Arizona. Advocates say the FDA drug approval process — which can take more than a     

decade — is too long a wait for more than 1 million people who die annually from terminal illness. 

 

House Bill 555 — Mandates additional reporting about abortions in Georgia 

The law sets a new mandate that supporters say will help the state track abortions by juveniles in Georgia. It        

requires the Juvenile Court and Administrative Office of the Courts to compile and deliver statistics on girls 17 and 

younger who seek an abortion without notifying their parents. State health officials already keep track of those  

numbers; it’s the first time these numbers must be confirmed via the courts. The report must be completed annually 

by March 15. 

 

House Bill 649 — The Georgia Lactation Consultant Practice Act 

Advocates say passage of this law made Georgia the second state, after Rhode Island, to license lactation consultants 

to help mothers who have problems breastfeeding their babies. The effort, supported by the state Department of 

Public Health, comes as the Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia reports that nearly 75 percent of 

new moms in Georgia leave the hospital breastfeeding their babies but only 19 percent of them are still doing it at 

six months (something recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics). The idea, they say, is to help more 

women get the services and advice of breastfeeding experts. Another plus? Women may also now get help paying 

for it, since insurance companies often help pay for licensed heath care professionals. 

 

House Bill 775 — Restrictions on sale and dispensing of spectacles 

You can buy anything online, right? Just not eye exams in the Peach State, at least as of Friday. Georgia is among a 

number of states taking sides on the issue in the eye care industry, which has gotten a jolt from a Chicago-based 

startup called Opternative. The company, which officially launched last year, offers online eye exams and then, for 

$40, has a doctor review the online results and email a prescription for glasses or contacts. It’s drawn the ire of the 

American Optometric Association, which in April filed a complaint with the U.S. Food and Drug Administration over 

the company’s lack of federal approval and what it said was misleading claims over the online test’s accuracy. 

 

House Bill 792 — Use of electroshock weapons by people who are students or who are employed at a 

public institution 

Students at least 18 years old will now be legally able to carry Tasers and stun guns on Georgia’s public college and 

university campuses. Some dubbed the effort “campus carry lite” — after a bill vetoed by Gov. Nathan Deal that 

would have allowed some students to carry guns on Georgia campuses. The author of the law — state Rep. Buzz  

http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=bbfc51656f&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=8fbd184d64&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=8fbd184d64&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=5f8063059e&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=5039d4bc6a&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=70036347cf&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=c15c1adf0d&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=e3115bfb3c&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=f7dd9dcc66&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=a0ad97a23b&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=a0ad97a23b&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=bf79bc5bc1&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=bf79bc5bc1&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=cea7b8bc23&e=3471a08b7e
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Brockway, R-Lawrenceville — said he intended to provide an alternative to students wanting to protect themselves 

on campus but not use a lethal weapon. The law states that what are formally called electroshock weapons must  

only be used for self-defense, getting to concerns by some lawmakers that somebody could use the device to zap 

somebody else just for fun. 

 

House Bill 941 — Review of incidents involving a peace officer’s use of deadly force that results in death 

or serious bodily injury 

No other state had allowed as much leeway as Georgia, but now this law aims to limit police officers’ ability to    

influence the outcome of grand jury proceedings when they face possible charges. Previously, officers were allowed 

to sit in on the entire grand jury hearing, listen to all the evidence against them and make a statement at the end that 

could not be questioned or challenged by prosecutors. Now, police officers may offer a statement to grand jurors 

but will not be allowed to stay in the grand jury room. They also will face cross-examination. 

 

House Bill 951 — Sales and use tax; admissions to major sporting events; create exemption 

The National Football League in May awarded Atlanta the 2019 Super Bowl, in no small part because Georgia      
lawmakers — with the backing of Gov. Nathan Deal — passed what amounts to an estimated $10 million tax break 

on ticket sales for the big event. The measure additionally extends a tax break for all-star games, college           

championships and any other game deemed to qualify as a “major sporting event.” And it will renew a sales tax 

break for back-to-school shoppers for a weekend in late July and restores an incentive to buy energy-efficient    

products in late September. 

 

House Bill 965 — The Honorable Jimmy Carter Cancer Treatment Access Act 

Yes, you read that right. Carter is a constituent of the law’s author, state Rep. Mike Cheokas, R-Americus, who says 

the former president’s recent cancer battle inspired him to try to help others get access to the same drugs. Carter, 

91, announced in August that doctors found four small melanoma lesions on his brain, and that he would undergo 

treatment at Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University using the drug pembrolizumab as well as radiation    

therapy. In early December, Carter announced that tests showed no sign of the cancer in his body. Now, any      

insurance company that offers a health care plan in Georgia cannot force patients with advanced cancer to first fail 

to respond to other treatments before trying more aggressive treatment programs such as helped Carter. 

 

Senate Bill 309 — High schools that receive state funding cannot participate in an athletic association 

that prohibits religious expression on student athletes’ clothing 

There were many battles fought at the state Capitol this year over so-called “religious liberty” bills. This is the only 

one that made into the law books — and with little backlash or bickering. Inspired by a high school runner           

disqualified from an association event last year while wearing a headband with a Bible verse written on it, the law 

expressly prohibits discrimination against religious expression on student athletic uniforms and pressures the     

powerful Georgia High School Association to allow its member schools to compete against nonmember schools. 

The association says it is changing its policy to allow interassociation competition. It has also said the runner’s      

disqualification had nothing to do with what was written on his headband. 

 

Senate Bill 316 — Bingo; remove the daily permissible prize limitation 

Bingo! One of the few legalized forms of gambling in Georgia, the games draw thousands of players daily to bingo 

halls and auditoriums across the state hoping to get a chance at cash prizes. Yet, while the state retains what the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation considers one of the most restrictive bingo laws in the country, lawmakers agreed 

this year to loosen the rules just a bit. They’ve removed what had been a daily winnings cap of $1,500 — although a 
$3,000 weekly limit remains in place. 

 

Senate Bill 364 — Revise annual teacher, principal and assistant principal evaluations 

Increased emphasis on testing in schools has been bemoaned by teachers and parents alike for years, making this 

rollback all the more significant. The law officially reduces the number of state-mandated tests taken by students in 

Georgia’s public school classrooms and lessens how testing results influence teacher evaluations — something     

supporters say will allow for more spontaneity and less rote “teaching to the test.” Among the changes, the         

improvement by a student in test scores over time will drop from counting as at least half of a teacher’s evaluation 

http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=cea7b8bc23&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=61fd75c9e4&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=e92a920120&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=e92a920120&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=5b14801af6&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=817967a457&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=1cdaa46013&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=d2138fa5f6&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=ffe645d5c3&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=679ece8d21&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=e26861250b&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=e26861250b&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=c0f435c2fa&e=3471a08b7e
http://electmabra.us13.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f1a49fefec996f9a8c88d75a0&id=df2069ea0c&e=3471a08b7e
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/local-education/overhaul-of-testing-in-georgia-schools-gets-a-hear/nqhBS/
http://www.myajc.com/news/news/local-education/overhaul-of-testing-in-georgia-schools-gets-a-hear/nqhBS/
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to 30 percent. 

 

Senate Bill 367 — Changes to the criminal justice system 

One of Gov. Nathan Deal’s signature efforts in office has seen a number of changes to Georgia’s criminal justice   

system, from getting more nonviolent offenders into nonjail alternative programs to giving judges more discretion in 

sentencing. This latest law expands that work on a number of fronts. Among its provisions, this creates new charter 

schools in prisons, offers a new chance at parole for some serving decades-long sentences and blocks state licensing 

boards from requiring most people with criminal histories to disclose that information on a job form. The effort has 

already won praise from President Barack Obama, who has applauded it “for demonstrating that making our criminal 

justice system more fair is a bipartisan idea.” 

S.T.E.M. Fair and Back to School Bonanza 

http://legislativenavigator.myajc.com/#bills/SB/367
http://politics.blog.ajc.com/2016/04/27/georgia-to-embark-on-new-phase-of-criminal-justice-reform/
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Official UGA Title: Community Service Specialist 

Working Title: 4-H Clayton County AmeriCorps State Member, Full-time 

Living Allowance: $1,083 Monthly  

Availability:  September 1, 2016 – August 31, 2017 with possibility to re-new 

Hour Requirements: Must log 1,700 hours of service during 12-month term of service;    

  Average 35-40 hours/week; M-F, 8am – 5pm; Some night and      

 weekend hours required. 

Additional Benefits:  

· Health Insurance (ACA-compliant). Members may decline health insurance. 

· Daycare assistance (if income-eligible) 

· Segal Education Award equivalent to the Pell Grant ($5,775) upon successful completion of term. Award 

can be used to pay educational costs at eligible post-secondary educational institutions as well as to repay 

qualified student loans. In order to qualify the member must successfully log 1,700 service hours during 

the 12-month term of service. For more information:   www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/

segal-americorps-education-award 

· Other benefits for qualified or eligible members include: student loan interest repayment and loan       

forbearance.  

About the AmeriCorps State Program:  

The AmeriCorps State program is a federally-funded grant providing U.S. citizens with the opportunity to serve   

domestically. Funding is provided through the Georgia Commission on Service & Volunteerism (GCSV) and the   

Corporation for National & Community Service (CNCS). 

Please see www.nationalservice.gov/ for more information about AmeriCorps.  

Georgia 4-H has been approved for 2 additional years of funding for AmeriCorps State members yearly. Yearly  

funding is not guaranteed, but is provided as long as all grant requirements are met.  

Primary Duties: Under the direction of the County Extension Agent, the AmeriCorps    

  member delivers 4-H positive development programming directly to youth.    

· Provide direct services that align with the Georgia 4-H AmeriCorps Program objectives: Facilitate 4-H 

club meetings; Prepare students for 4-H Project Achievement; Attend 4-H Summer Camp; Assist with 

other 4-H base programming.  

http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/segal-americorps-education-award
http://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/segal-americorps-education-award
http://www.nationalservice.gov/
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· Assist the County Extension Agent in the day-to-day activities involved with providing direct services to 

youth, such as planning and development of 4-H programming.   

· Track and document data related to AmeriCorps performance measures and monthly reports, supported 

by the AmeriCorps State Program Coordinator. This includes administering surveys to youth as well as 

data entry. 

Other Duties: 

· Support and provide leadership to the county 4-H Volunteer program: recruit, screen, train, and engage         

volunteers. The member may assist with coordinating the county volunteer registration database.  

· Attend local, district, and state program activities and events alongside the County Extension Agent.  

· Participate in required AmeriCorps Trainings: New Service Year Orientation (NSYO) on October 25-26, 

2016 (overnight at Rock Eagle), additional face-to-face trainings, and monthly webinars.   

· Performs related service as required, including transportation of youth.  

 

Required: 

· Applicants must possess a valid driver’s license to be considered.  

· Applicants must possess a high school diploma or equivalent.  

· Applicants must apply for the position using UGA’s online employment system:                               

https://www.ugajobsearch.com.  Search for the Official Title “Community Service Specialist.” 

Preferred Qualifications: 

· Exhibit qualities of independent judgement and have a passion for service.  

· Ability to make a good faith commitment for the full service year. 

· Experience delivering youth development and/or educational programs for youth.  

· Graduation from a two year college or vocational/technical school with course emphasis in human       

relations and/or youth development or other relevant subject matters. 

 

For additional information:  

Gwendolyn Williams, 4-H Agent    Jennifer E. Cantwell, MSW 

4-H Youth Development Program Manager             AmeriCorps State Program Coordinator 

UGA Extension - Clayton County    jecantw@uga.edu; 706-542-4444 

gwillms@uga.edu; 770-473-5441    

https://www.ugajobsearch.com
mailto:jecantw@uga.edu
mailto:gwillms@uga.edu
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     August 2016 
 

August 6, 2016 

YOUTH AND ADULT FISHING DERBY - Cost is $5 per person. 8:00am 

until 12:00pm. Located at International Park "The Beach" (Upper Lake). All 

ages. Please bring bait and equipment. Prizes will be awarded for heaviest 

Catfish and heaviest Bass. For more information please call (770) 603-4165.  

August 11, 2016 

"SIP & SOUNDS" Concert Series - Clayton County presents the "Sip & Sounds" Concert Series  

featuring multiple live bands and special guests. Bring your own lawn chairs, food and beverages, and 

enjoy the performances. These are FREE events. 

August 13, 2016 

MOVIE UNDER THE STARS - Bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and snacks to our FREE Event at    

International Park. 

August 25, 2016 

"SIP & SOUNDS" Concert Series - Clayton County presents the "Sip & Sounds" Concert Series  

featuring multiple live bands and special guests. Bring your own lawn chairs, food and beverages, and 

enjoy the performances. These are FREE events.  

Click here to go to the Parks and Recreation Leisure Guide for Fall 2016. 

http://www.claytonparks.com/images/events/Fishing.jpg
http://www.claytonparks.com/news-events/sip-and-sounds-concert-series.aspx
http://www.claytonparks.com/images/events/160239-movie-under-the-stars-FINAL.jpg
http://www.claytonparks.com/news-events/sip-and-sounds-concert-series.aspx
https://issuu.com/683747/docs/clayton_county_parks___recreation_f
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Report Non-Emergency Neighborhood Issues on Click Clayton 

 

Clayton County has partnered with SeeClickFix to announce a new platform called "Click Clayton" that will allow 

citizens to report quality-of-life issues and request Clayton County services. 

With free SeeClickFix mobile app and web tools, Clayton County citizens will now be able to provide Clayton 

County staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions, and more — valuable information needed to get the job 

done efficiently. In addition, the SeeClickFix platform provides Clayton County officials with a centralized issue   

management system to manage issues from creation to resolution — engaging Clayton County citizens throughout 

the process. 

 

The Click Clayton mobile app is available for download on Android and iPhone. In addition to the mobile apps,  

citizens can send reports to Clayton County's website and seeclickfix.com. 

 

Services are for unincorporated Clayton County and do not include areas inside city limits. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.seeclickfix.clickclayton.app&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/click-clayton/id1106505419?mt=8
http://claytoncountyga.gov/clickclayton
http://seeclickfix.com/map_widgets/5520
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Clayton County Government Contact Numbers 

(Here are some of our most requested numbers or services) 

Animal Control   770-477-3509 

Better Business Bureau   404-766-0875 

Board of Commissioners   770-477-3208 

Code Enforcement    678-610-4755 

Community Development  770-477-3569 

DFACS    770-473-2300 

Economic Development   770-477-4450 

Emergency/Non-Emergency  911 / 770-477-3550 

Health Department    678-610-7199 

Parks and Recreation    770-477-3766 

Planning and Zoning    770-477-3577 

Police/South Precinct    770-347-0260 

Refuse Control  (handles certain debris and trash on streets,  

removes dead animals from County roads) 770-477-3548 

Senior Services    770-603-4050 

Sheriff (Non-Emergency)   770-471-1122 

So. Regional Medical Center   770-991-8000 

Tag Office     770-477-3331 

Tax Assessor (Prop .Values)   770-477-3285 

Tax Commissioner (Tax Bills)  770-477-3311 

Transportation & Development (Public Works, Road        

Department/Pot Holes/Traffic Engineering) 770-477-3674 

Water Authority    770-960-5200 

http://www.claytoncountyga.gov/community/residents.aspx
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Please contact us to be added or 

removed from our email list. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 

 

AS A RESIDENT OF CLAYTON 

COUNTY DISTRICT 3, YOU MAY 

BE FACED WITH CONCERNS OR 

ISSUES THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO HAVE ADDRESSED. 

 

WE WORK WITH OUR CITIZENS 

TO RESOLVE CONCERNS 

INVOLVING COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT, EXPLAIN 

COUNTY PROGRAMS, EXPEDITE 

GOVERNMENT ACTION AND 

SERVE AS LIAISON BETWEEN OUR 

DEPARTMENTS AND THE PUBLIC. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

8AM-5PM (M-F) 
 

 

Questions/Concerns/Comments  

Please contact :  

Steven VanDyke  - Constituent Aide 

Phone: 770-473-5465  

Email: 

steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov  

Connect with us on 

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

                                                              

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

@commish_rooks 

Board Meetings  

 

Board meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday evening of the 

month at 7pm . 

112 Smith Street 

     Jonesboro, GA  30236 

  770) 477-3208 

The Next First Saturday Talk 

August 6, 2016 
 

South Clayton Recreation Center 

1837 McDonough Rd. , Hampton GA  30228 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks

